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Order of Battle of the paramilitary police, strenrth estimates, 

disposition, equipment, etc., in their considerations of the pur- 
25X1X 

pose and combat effeetiveness of the paramilitary police. This 


study, based on the 


is primarily an attempt to arrive at a considered estimate . 
of the politieal morale situation in the paramilitary police. The 
term morale is used in the sense of “will to strive for the attain- 
ment of a specifie political objective" rather than combat morale, 
"“ye@adiness to engage in combat with an armed enemy." 

ae Ever since the inception of the paramilitary police units, 
Allied military experts have been analyz ing Order of Battle infor- 
mation to determine whether these units are destined to take over 

an internal security funetion, or whether they are to be used as 

a combat unit in support of Russian aggression. The ultimate pur- 
pose of an armed force organized under Communist auspices is baat! 
revealed by a close serutiny of the activities of its political 
branch, which is entrusted with the entire morale problem. Any 
Communist army is given a closely coordinated military~political 
training designed to imbue sach soldier with a fanatic zeal for the 
Aenoapitahuant of kis mission. The political mission of the para- 
military police has not been spelled out in words. The officers’ 
and the functionaries of the HVA maintain that this is to be at™~tne. 
ternal police force, which will eventually relieve the Russian oecu- 


pation troops. For this alone the force is too strong, and will be 


Approved For Release 2001/03/23 C1A RISD S3-00RN HAGE 100180001-3 


« 


Approved For Release 2001/03/23 : CIA-RDP83-00415R006100480001-3 


iT Ns TEST 
wR ee 


coo heavily armed. ‘sreover, the time and energy spent in peliti- 
ca] indoctrination suggests a greater role. The East Berman Govern- 
went Leaders have frequently declared their avowed purpose of over- 
tirowing the Vest German Republic, and are presumably merely biding 
their time until they can call upon the HVA offeertives for this task. 
3. he progress of the military training and the numerical expan- 
sich of the paranilitary effectives have remained far below criginal 
conservative estimates. On the other hand, political indoctrination, 


whith has been favored above all other types of training, has pro« 


Someta aisha wena th ee re ee eS 


gressed alnost to a point where the troops could be committed to _ 


ger ve Communist expansionist plans. | tis political indoctrination 
must ve taken into agccotunt in any plans for containing or combatting 
the paramilitary police. 
4& thitial reports about the formation of Russian-sponsored para- 
military units in the Eastern cone of Germany, coupled with the uh 
eonrirmed rumors of German contingents in Soviet PV camps (vardonsly 
called Seydlita and Paulus armies) led observers to speculate on the 
vorospsets of a German-Russian military ellienee. Subsequent infors.* 
mation indicates that the Scviets are’ scarcely engaged in reviving 

Z 
and Perming an allianee with German militarism. The Soviets are in 
fact engaged in ereating an army cadre conposed of German nationals. 
From a strietiy military point of view, this gadre is in reality an 
extension of the Soviet military machine in Eastern Europe. There! 
ean ba no talk of an alliance, insomuch as there is little or no | 
autonomy granted to these units, and Russian militarism and Communist 


ideology are the dominant themes, The Soviets are engaged on a 
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pPeojoct: more Giabolical in prospect than a mere re-arming of an 
Bastern German army; they are forming a tightly knit body of single- 
winded Commraunist fanaties who will be militarily and ideologically 
suited to combatting foreign troops as well as envaging in civil 
warfare. 

5, This study includes a resume ¢ the combat effectiveness end 


a cevalled picture of the political morale of the oaramilitary 


) 


police, The effect of the political zeal whieh is being engendered | 
must not be urderestimated, because an army fanatieally fighting for 
a specifie objective can overrun a better trained, better equipped, 
numerically superior force in an aetuel showdown. 

Poijtical Idetlogical Training 

as At the present time the entire personnel of the HVA is swh- 
joct to an intensive all-pervading ideological training designed to 
mold them all into Co-munist fanatics, This type of political train- 
ing was undoubtedly envisaged from the very beginning, but has only 
bsen eoordinated during the last year and made funetional during 
the jast six sonths. It is difficult to estimate how far this pro= 
gram has pregressed, and how mueh more time will be required before 
the paramilitary force ean be put to the test. The following is a 
resume of the develonment of the paramilitary police, intended to 
point out the tyoe of personnel tnvolved and the ideological train- 
dng given so far, as a bagis on which to estimate the “political 


moraine” of the paramilitary police. 


2e In ite initial phase, September /October 1948, the paramilitary 
23s 
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police drew its effeetives almost exclusively from the existing pocel 
of oe uniforued constabulary. The men were chossn on the basis of 
pee vious miisbery training and evidence of politisal reliability, and 
di) S9me@ cases men were drawn from the border bolize, with ne previous 


militery experienee. Thess men, seleeted by the oolice heedunarters 
of the various Laender, formed the cadres of the 25C-aen Beraits- 
ehafsen, Many of the individuals affected weleomad the new deve Lop 
ment, and sew in it sxomotions and better living conditions; others 
wore sweptical, and some even resorted to mutiny (e.g., refusal te 
uniond machine guns by some Saxon units). ost of the causes er dis- 
Satisfaction were ovsreome by political arguments, buttressed by the 
enbiunents the paramilitary police could offer, 
36 The next wave of veeruits which began in the fall of 1648 was 
more carefully selected, They were drawn from among the inmates of 
Soviet EY camps, and were chosen for officer, non-commissioned offi-~ 
cer, and enlisted ranks in the paramilitary police. Their selection 
hed begun in July 19°8, Without giving any indication cf the pur- 
pose. prisoners were screened, and those who hed been politically age 
tive and done outstanding work in the BY caps an’ who were resitients 
of the Eastern Zone of Germany were seleeteé. In selecting former 
oPficovs, the follow! ne standarés were applied: 
a, A elean record while serving in the German army 3 
(| Bb. Political activity, or at least s Lloya). attitude while in 
PY G&EDs 3 


¢, Senbership in the so-called “Antifaseh: stisches Tagoraktiv" s 
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Officers vho ft WS through the ranks, and esosecislly 
those of coroletarian or lower middle class banksround, 

Ps ca. me 
were Pavered 
e, Officers with little prospeet of Pindiug a position on re- 
turn to Corrany, 
Arter Sprroxivately 150 officers and 1,000 enlisted men hed been se~ 
iected, Shey were ecucentrated in a special camp near Moscow. Hewes 
the foviets begen a program of re-molding the outlook of their ae- 
Ty ae nm 8’ Sey or. A. i ed 
lette9s in a very important respect, designed to it them for their 
future veeation. Military ecurtesy was reinstated, The German con- 


tne samp, and the Lageraktiv were instructed to enforce digs- 


ie 


elplios, Special lectures were given by the Soviets to explain this 

-O ths enlisted wen. As ail this was direetiy counter to the 
poliey encountered previously in Soviet PW canps, tne initial veetion 
wae unfavorabla, and there wers isolated cases of orotest. A further 


intervopetion eliminuted abcut 50 officer candidates, and the renain- 


bate 

g 
fhe 

bd 


OO ce so were then formally enrolied tat. the Peonle’s Pelice. 
The game orocedure wee followad for the enlisted men. Thus vight | 
from the beginning these reeruits were apparently politicaliy saltabie: 
The mijority of the seleetees, though lacking all enthusiasm for che 
Pasumpuaoy of their nilitery esreers, readily assented, yieldcing 500 
the ivresistible dasive to go home. The former officers selected for 
service with the People's Police ware accorded a home~coming weleome 
erganiced to Lapress thew with the importance of their new posi LG LOS» 


SSCRET 
ese 
OreneT 
Approved For Release 2001/03/23 : CIA-RDP83-00415R006100180001-3 


. 


so 


INE 


; 25X1A 
ge Approved For Release oot bale din DP83- 0041 5R006 


wt oR Be 
Do Be 


be Ses Wy asd Rt iy, wm oe ooo UR poe, wa} ee ee an, te " 3 A me) a0 a . hep Tan 
CHOI Nah lb Af SOvernament sxpense at ae health resmt in the 


'S. They viele visited by ranking dignitar‘es of the Hast 
aove iciminiscration, and onee more earefully serutiaized. Walter 


Ag 


Pgcay adivevssed ta officers, informing them ir vanerel terms 


sow dutics, and mantioned in passing that they would be 


equipped wita tanks oné artillery, and would eventually number séne 
409,000 asm. Lieute ant General Vingenz Mueller spoke foe the group 


gol @osurad J.oricht of the Loyalty and fighting epirit-.of those 


4. eaialng duricg the Plirst year (October 1940-September 1949) 
Was pure aed by a uniform trainiag pregram which set aside threa  ; 
mouths ys poliee treining. One of the reasons ad¢ueed for the ine 
Causiok oP sipaignt solice training was thas members of the nara~ 


pad 


militery oollee if ecllied upon by the publie to nerform police furce 


it 
tions ¢hoaid fat lea:t for canouflage reasons) be sapeble of doing #0 


aceguote iy. Whether by design or inadvertantly the conparatively 
Slow Yreansiteon to outright military training presrwably averted 


rorale erisis which an abrupt, launeliinge of @ military trein- 
ing peogeam vouid have sntalled. Sy the time the paramilitary per¢oannel 


fully yealigec what sas behind the des ‘ignation tireng und Bereits- 


co Was 


sncek nad worn off, and their sontinved alleg 


i acie Boy fgg lee 
omapa is en. 


rea ponsibility for putting the training vrogran inive effect 
©, dardary the firet year, with the steff section of the vaerlous 


BAC aie 
af 
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é ee Sb ayy gw my he Ty iri da wh iam Ts oD nye A Be 
in Sexony and vrectieally neglected ia other Laewor., &F 


this tine the Soviels bapan insisting on “acsolnt2:" diseipiias in the 


G 


Soviet penec. Siace this involved the enforcaners of restriatlons far 


btevocd snything praetised in the old German Army, cousiderable oppo~- 


£ 


etoton prew in the enlisted ranks. The Polit/Sultur functionaries 
to appadl ce them on a politieal basis, talking of Party 


The pankx and file of the paramilitary polices were net  & 


tieetly trained alorg political linss to conprehend fais 
nerasceiiv, ALL this eontributeé torather unsatisfactory overall re- 


% 


gules of treodning ducting the tirst year, The oxigeneies of a rapidly 


growing orgenigation, however, required that most of the inatequately 


veeonrec tesinees fai to be charged with the training of naw arrivals 
seguiied te PALL the ranks of the sehosls and ths 3.,0090"mar BSereits- 
ven fewly opgandieed during the fall of 1949. 

— “he reeruitmevt drive in the fall of 1949 was edministes é by 


. 
poltes offiees cof the various Laender, who were éliccated 


reexcitront guotas ko be met at eomparatively short actice. 4s coulé 
Doo iuec ced. there vis a higk percentage of mentelly and physically 


Heeb reeprdts as well eg mary Gissatisfied reervits whe had bees 


£ 


racilitary relice under false pretenses. Aliso nore 
_ ey AONE eC gc areata, 


ident. there was uo dis %Laction wnats sever betwen the reeruits 


ee Te Me, ee er Re me ey Seen | ec a 


ge Toe gebools.. aud ase glated for service ir; the Bereit schaftea,- 


a MR ee ee ee ee CRS ee ee ee eae eT Ee ee EE ae 


Leuny of she siuudenmts arriving in the senools were net officer material, 


eaGRET 


wy 
“kat #2 fos] 


ta “Ty Ie 
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Goaipant factor in the whole training progran. 
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arson f apsr: hhc Qo bape Fs i Pe s hohe Se gm de F Py Z Bayt 
oon Yovrd themselves yr beyond their cspta, A veritable ave- 


229250 o2 vetussts yr release or transfer ensued. and often thous 
Weose Po yen 3 Por ralease ware refused. deserted. AL] tats suraetl 
thoturally interfered with a wethedieal and continuous progress of 


training ane most Obfekte soon found themselves in arrears. 


03 Political treining was a faetor in the creining of the sara- 


military polbtee from the time of its inception, tut laek of trained 


L2t0UC TIPS caused 12 to lag behind the military training, in the 
ANCE SLT 


fail of 1949 the political training was coordinated. and was to run 
Faraiie’ with the teshnical training ip the schools and the Barcits= 


etn eathctetdidieeditnioniiiinie sank 


chaScon. Political and military training both fell behind scnadule, 


“ne initiel diffieulties have now been smoothed out, and the 


ade 
o 
deers 


daagicgical training is no longer an implied partuer, but retner the 


So MUN Oe A Ne REE RES URC ER IR. MRO RR ERR NRE NORRRE He 
Ma Men re ere Orato ey NORA RN AN RECN RRNA GU ES: 
asin uinadeeaiitanalenaimibadiditae taste 


t. Vathin the scsools and Berettsehaften the trainees ere insye 


lated. as far es pose tble fron all outside eontact3, to minimize She 


cpperturcties for ar objecsive appraisal of the coscepta being taught. . 


we 


The ipaiues ts permicted only one or two town passes & week, lLvery 
tatec Stpday he is permitted home leave, but few live near enough to 
aval themselves of this privilege. Any convalesesnt or compass Lonate 
lenve fs ouseged aveinst his 30 days annual leave, It nas been found 
br anperients that tie hone environmeat and pavens3] influence nave 
boeh Uoe moet Cistupsive facters, and account for rost of the politi- 


Lis metivatec desestions. 
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Cds Df Loe.oue periods are taken uo with eeadin: 


paw Tite Seat t cee Fy “ : . : ee ar kes sa 4 ts 
if EP3S8. The YOllowing suojects ara taugi:: Marxigin, 


A 


Leniuiss, ani their seplication to topical golttieL avests of the 
this. al’ BY tGapy ti 
this, all « € milit cpalaing 1.8 cloaked in an 


Ae SMeWOR ry Boi example, instruction on the use of a 


to the teehnies® detalls, bat will a:so. 


& DOL tieal linsertation in which wae carbine becomes a svm- 


bol cf Gefanve of "dsmosratie” accomplishments agntast the BIgTese 


i, Walle on duty. and even duving after-Gaty lours the trainee 
soldce mkaagos to eyide the diseiplinary and politieal ecostrol of 

“3 gupetlors. This represents an adoption af the sested mecheds ap~ 
plied in the Soviet Jrmy to eafozea unquestioning (ilseipline and 
feviatiens. Denying the traines the uncontrolled 


ry 


use or iis acs duty hours is an essential vart of the progras. 


iho lone Sage Tigo Sag ee ree ae | aig om at pay rapa c mS shay . +} = 
eajuer he aos momupletid his elaht hours of duty, the trainse is re- 


y 


Quiveo £2 Gevebe another threes hours to heme work, The rest 


ings, literary clubs, 


| 
WiLL tn Sire davelcp sufficient interest in 
enlvural actiivielies ¢o that he will lack all ineertive to seek ont, 
Ocner pashimon, Pelit/Kultur funetionaries have been adamant in ve- 


this system. A large number od cesertiong nere nt- 


Grlepted vo tais rigid routine, but the political ocficiais claimed 
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Chet nove iésclogicas trdoetr trae’ 


dda Tpniises ave expected to read at Least ens Uommunist dail; 
* a polaticel nature, They aro shawna movies, ami 
Foominesas of politdeal plays. Diercasion meetin 
ara orgsnizad to Sebete what has been seen and heaed. ALL pedio 
brendearts ara releyea from é€ central eoatrcri, and it ivate CECE T vars 


=, 4, 


Ther heave teen a large number of Assets curiae the Last 
Year y pedacerliy during the early stages of the new training programe 
many of the gooely enucated recruits could aot stand the mental 
steain cf working oe vond thele capabilities, where.s som: yooths cveuld 


nev svasd the rigid ciselpling. The mumber of dearstions alens san 


not be upad as a yercgtiek te measure the pclitdesnl morale, as the HVA 


officials anstefpated some failures, anc have thanislves been weeding 
out the vars. Any tecruit who shows a dgepereote! Anebility oo oune 
willingsess 3c submit te political of wilitary discipline is sum- 
mavdiy dfsdseged. Constant screening is beginnias bo assure the IVA _ 
c ifbien. acmogene ous boc x of nen. 
i3. h eoxrservative assessrent of the effeetiversss of the selie 
tice] avé Jdsclogieal, indoctrination practised da ine HVA gives the 
| com lision A*ter anoetter year even covosional or toisgtable 


Sisnentalawoag: the trainees will] have suceuried ts voununi am ae 


taueny stev, Laukineg standards of compsrisca, taste will to reeist 


will lieve cuosdied ané blind faith will hev repleced what Li thie es 


jndepeni¢nts -sagonine TeelLities they may still neva. Essecialiy 


SECRET 
Approved For Release 2001/03/23 GIA-RDP83-00415R006100180001-3 


_ Aer 


| 


1 


£2 Apptoved | For Release 20th Es ropes. 00415ROG64004 80001-3 


BECP EE 


Laem be - . Mog pe . 2 ey Lena » 4 Jee ; 
WOLDS propescata will. have taken root, Yuah waa once & 


ape Tas p et peg tn eee eee aA i ask ee pen 7 ~ res, ee eo oe toe ot , 
Inctdeg cp cid of Inkevarm mercenaries will heya bes: convertec ont 
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me tre Poomer Gernan officers and nonegom-issioiet offie 


genset iss fas: LTA i pty sa euler Ae Ee engi fe oe me > eee 
Secving ta t12 AVA, peprasanting its least aalleasts elements, rhs 
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s0]ogy and its goals. 


shou ce calleddaveted adherents of an’ fiehters cor the Coremnds 


Deh a Lend quarters personnel of the HVA, effiees: ag walk as ta~ 


"ot ae ae) oe eats a i aes kok ‘RL, Pea eA F “9 ‘ ro ‘ 
Listed wen, a¢e also beginning to feel the sb4dqude,; of the priits 
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uw 
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Seu pot cee be? eae cat uw" ay oe nes BOTS" BR wy)? = wy ppedicey oo “i “eS i i cages an ne 
acntr mabien shay en oy no exemptions by vircus of Lasix posibien 
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taeir dally lives. Inthe f!eld o° polities. ioe 


oollective polities 


possir.Lities of betvoat 


“wo hours per week are allocated +: mee ary ens ye 


BOUIS GB sock ho political subjects. Vhis is counted AS hiayy aes 


we ft . 
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voluntary associations, are in a good posiion to control the poll 
tical reliabilit ty of the individua This dual Leyalty is cles of 
particular liaportanece in ensuring the subserviance of the EV! so che 


SED. There is evidence that Balter U1 


of thy SED, is taking an increasingly active part in the 


of the HVA. There is no evideag 
ne cern 
Zaisser, the former head of the HVA and iow “nister of hate POUL 25 Fy 
ee eeennne pata Lae Dec ech ec CDE MED pre toc 
has any command funetion over the HVA. There are no indications af 
any direst connections between the HVA and the Communist Party of 

the USSR, | 

Zo The SED is certainly the nerve center of the HYA, S42? 
personne! occupying key positions owe their sppointwent to the Cantrald 
Secretar fat of the SED and re tain their status as ranking Party 
functionarkes, though they are no Llenger ansverable to any of bas Lend 


directorates of the SED. The present head of the HVA, Hein: Toftmesn 


pr Lor to joining the People’s Police, was a rember of the so-zilied 
Kleines Sekretariat of the SED Headquarters of Berlin, 

3. Leading officers of the HVA who derive their authority (rar. 
the Party act in a dual capacity. Their orders are Nilitery avd et 
the same time in the nature of a Party assignment, and as such, beyornt 


1 


debate or criticism, This also applies to some extent to moue-nenlears., 


4 Two thirds of the personnel assigned to HVA Headquarters are 


AVA Hesdquarters has 


either Party members or candidates. 
| 


organization. It consists of a Party group sub-divided inte five 
SR . 
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somcallet Unter gruppen | Apes The Papty group is headed by @ direeto= 
rate of several members, while the Unter gruppen are. headed by a come 

mittee of four. The HVA Party group meets about once a month, as the- 


need arises. The Untergruppen meet once a week, for some twe ae 


hours. In addition, about once a fortnight political seminare are he Lite | 


Party candidates attend a two-hour special seminar once a month, where 
they are taught the basic principles of the Party and their obligations 
to the Party. 


5 The Party meetings emphasize criticism and self-criticism. Ai- 


most everyone 1s subjected to close serutiny as regards his professional 


performance, personal attitude and moral conduct. This places a ‘er- 
rific strain on the individual. His private life is exposed to the 
glare of Party publicity and the occasion usually forms a siininatang 
event in nis life in the sense that his whole future career may be af- 
fected by the outcome, either favorably or adversely. Those among the 
members of the Party whose conselence is not completely fauitless, are 
liable to lose their self-control because they imagine, frequently with- 
out any reason whatsoever, that the speaker is addressing his strie- 
tures to them personally. An example of this individual terror by \ ne! 
association would be the occasion when the chief Polit /Kultur function-- 
ary of the HVA, Chefinspekteur Doelling, addressed a meeting of Party 
members and Stated the following: "There are people in ovr midst who 
debate the question whether it is permitted to purchase a shirt coller 
in West Berlin or not. Others debate whether one should smoke American 
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cigarettes or not. But all that is beside the point. Whet is ia- 


portant is not the shirt collar or the American cigarette, but the 
realization that anybody doing such a thing is to be considered a 
spy end a traitor and that his detection and conviction is called. 
for. There are more indications of that type among those attencing 
this meeting. Everybody should do a better job watching over his 
neighbor. He should not try to cover up for his neighbor out of a 
misunderstood feeling of comradeship. Suspects are usually to be 
found among the best qualified, those with the best personal reeord, 
As soon as one among them has disappeared, then everybody has dez oga~ 
tory information or had all along been noticing something out of the 
. ordinary. Only then it is too late." Innumerable exemples of this 
type could be cited. It stands to reason that any person engaged in 
oppositional activities has to stand up under a constant barrage of 
‘ veiled accusations and innuendoes and that exceptional demands are 
made on nis cold-bloodedness, nerves, fearlessness and personal sa- 
curity. There is hardly anybody sufficiently strong to hold out 
under such a strain for very long. | 
6. The demands on a person's off-duty time, due to Party assign- 
ments, political training, political circles, voluntary work, etc., 
restrict his private sphere to a minimum. Those who are married Lose 
touch with the members of their families. They leave their honmez at 
a tims when everybody is still asleep; they return in the evening 
when everybody has gone to bed. Granted that the press of legitimate 
work is a considerable one, there is still undoubtedly a method 
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behind this sytem of overburcdening the individual. It effectively 
insulates him from all external impressions and influences. ce is 
forced te develop an interest in collective living. In order to 
evade the charge that it breaks up families, the HVA has organized a 
elub in the residential district of Berlin-WVendenschloss and certain 
Party meetings and schoolings are open to members of the family. 

?e The numerically largest end most influential mass organizatinn 
within the HVA is the Approximately 75% of the personnel of “the 
HVA belong to it. Some Bereitschaften boast a 100% membership. Bagh 
Objekt has an FDS Gruppe, directed by a full-time functionary called: 
a Jugendsekretaer Ali other functions are of a part-time nature and 
are entrusted to functionari-s elected from among the FDI ett 
At HVA staff echelon level, Kommandeur Morgenstern, director of 
Abteilung Jugend of Hauptabteilung Polit/Kultur heads the FDU pr Ogr atte 
8. At FDJ meetings, tasks and events pertaining to the dally 
military routine are discussed and criticized, and remedies decided. 
upon. In effect the FDJ promotes the interests of the military come 
mand along the lines of saueating students and helping them along in” 


their military career. The FDJ leadership is responsible for initige- 


ing competitions, which provide particular incentives within the : 
training program of the Objekte. FDJ membership is considered to be. 
a ateeine cian: Within the FDJ special circles and Aktivs are formed 

v@luntarily to promote cultural, musical, literary and vocational ibe 
terests, The attitude of the individual members of the FDJ toward 
the ser focmanes of their duties is particularly important. Voluntar y 
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self-discipline is engendered, and it becomes a point of honor, rather 
than a duty. As a practical example, the unloading of a freight car 
on Sunday, if ordered by the military command, would most likely canse 
some dissatisfaction, whereas a call for volunteers by the FDJ PORTE, 
pr oduce an ample supply of enthusiastic volunteers. 
9°. Member ship in the Society for Soviet-German friendship 13 en- 
couraged. There is, however, no branch of the society within the TNS: 
Members are permitted to participate in public meetings, and to ney ‘ 
membership contributions. - 


The Soviet Role in the HVA 


1. Soviet influence is brought to bear in all fields withtn the : 


HVA, yet ‘to the rank and file it is all but imperceptible. Directives 


issued by the HVA command either derive their instigation from Sovigh 
control organs or are at least adapted to meet Soviet views and ie . 
tentions. The chiefs of the wn e008 Hauptabteilung of the HVA are 
regularly called in by Garena Petrakovski and his staff officers for 
consultations. All directives issued to the various Objekte are sub; 
ject to the scrutiny of the Sovietnik assigned to the Objekte, and ig 
they appear to be ccutesny to general Soviet policy, the Sovietnik ” 


“pS 
will submit a report to General Petrakovski'’s headquarters. 


2, Bach Objekt has two so-called Sovietniks assigned to it. They 
are Soviet staff officers, usually in rank of major and above. ‘he 
first Sovietnik is commonly referred to as "Gehilfe" (assistant). : 
The second Sovietnik is a member of the operative staff of the GB. 
He is sa with the political and security surveillance of ali 
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German personnel. In thig cepacity he works very closely with the 
Polit Aultur staff and the HVA liaison officer who represents the 
interests of the German State Security Service in the Objekt. 

3. Sovietniks are shifted around frequently, which accounts for 
the fact that temporerily T/C positions are left unfilled. The 
Sovietnik exarcises no command functions. He is charged with ad- 
visory functions only. The final decision rests with the commandant 
of the Objekt. fhe latter will as a matter of course act in seeenad 
ance with the advice of his Sovietnik. In the long run he conid not 
possibly get away with consistent flouting of the Sovietnik's sug- . 
gestions. : 
4. The extent to which Sovietniks interfere in details of conn 
and administration varies in accordance with the initiative displayer 
by the individual Sovietnik. There are some who concern themselves 
with the smallest detail. Others are either liberal or indolent. 
Some are hardly ever seen or heard of. The latter category is par- 
ticularly obnoxious. Since they have to submit monthly reports they 
are prone, usually two days before their ceadiees to get the whole. * 
headquerters into an uproar in order to assemble all partinent data 
needed for that report. . | 
5. There exists a keen state of competition between the Sovietniks, 
each trying tO run up a perfect score as far as training and housing 
is concerned. This occasionally leads to personal friction between | 
ress especially if two Cbjekte happen to be situated in the same coms 
munity. | 
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6. ALL Sovietniks attend a conference in Kar Ishor st once a 


month. 


Critietems and suggestions advanced by them are passed on 


to the HVA for appropriate action. They also participate in impor- 


tant con 


' presence 


because 

requisit 
7s a. 
with as 
Since on 


kept as 


elvilian 


8. s 


year’s ¢ 


continue, 
ing Mose 


niks, wh 


ferences attended by commandants of the Objekte. Their 
in the Objekte is welcomed by nost commandants, especially 
they frequently are of material help in seeing to it that 


ions for equipment and services are complied with. 


he first Sovietnik wears the uniform of the Peoples? Police 
imulated rank equivalent to that of the Objekt commandant, 
ly few among them speak German, their presence cannot be 
ecret for very long. The second Sovietnik ag a rule wears. 


clothes. 


ourse at a Moscow War College, and presumably others will... 


— attend nanan courses...Jridoubtedly the Soviets hope to be able t9 


to maintain their present rigid control of the HVA, by us~ 
ow-trained Cerman officers, as replacements for the Soviet~ 


en the Russians withdraw their occupation forces. 


The orale of the Former German Army Officers. 


i 22 


eer is o 


‘training 


for the 


who were 


he political metamorphosis of the former loyal German of fi- 
he of tne most significant features of the entire politica} 
undertaken by the HVA. One must of course understand that 
most part the officers were vary carefully chosen, Those — 
‘drawn from Seviet PY camps represented a seat minority of 
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politically conseious and active officers, who were shunned - and 


fet cee 


scorned by their fellow officers... They were for the most part true 
polstieay activists, though some feigned political interest in the 
hopes of an early return to Germany. A few of the officers chosen 
in Russia had distinguished themselves in administrative rather than” 
political activities, but even they enjoyed a good political reputa= 
tion. The officers drawn from civilian life had either already fe 


joined the SED or had demonstrated heir political rejiability in some 


Peas 
ve 


other manner « Thus it can be sean that most of the officers were Fe 
politdeally ripe for their duty within the HVA. Many of the younger 5 
officers lavawn from Russian Pil camps or recruited directly had all r 
their military training in the German army after 1933, and hence ney ar 
developed any military loyalty in the Prussian sense, though they — 
were all. indoctrinated with an intense hatred of anything Russian, : 


and a contemptuous: feeling of superiority over everything Slavic. | The 


ua, 

political indoctrination progran has allowed for this, and the recruits 
eer 
are constantly reminded that the Soviets won the war (presumably wah 
| 4g 
single-handed ) and that therefore the Soviet military methods and oy 
ae 


eatpnont are in every way superior to those of the former German ees : 
e 


iF 


cratic attainments against the aggressive designs of the capitalist, et. 
world, Undoubtedly those officers who are still not able to swallow, . . 
the Communist teaching hook, line and sinker, are at least convineg 
that they are serving an ultimate German CAUSE. . + 
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2. : eee the past two years there has been a continusd sifting 


out of the former German officers. Some have left voluntarily, or 
deserted, while others whose loyalty was in doubt have been dis- 
charged. Officers who were Pils for any length of time in Western 
camps have been disenarged. despite SED membership and outstanding 
Party work officers who have relatives living in the West are re~ 
garded with suspeion and have usually had to move their relatives to 
the Bast, or divorce themselves entirely from them. (In this connec~ 
tion it can be categorically stated that the Soviets would not con- 
sider recruiting any former German officers now resi. ent in the - 
Western Zones of Germany on anything but a@ very selective scale). 
3. The employment of former German army officers in the hapa 
military forces was viewed by the radical ebments among the rank aiid 
file of the SED with serious misgivings. it still does not go down 
well with the stalwarts of the Party. The majority, however, have 
been conyinced that it is a matter of tactical Sxned dency: and that 


this concession dees not affect the ultimate goal of the destruction 


of German militarism. Those who are still holding out against thia 
departure are considered to be at variance with the Party line and 
face expulsion for reactionism. The HVA embraces the Soviet ¥iews on 
this subject. The Soviets point to their own experience after the 


revolution when they used former ezarist officers to advantage; the 


officers had valuable technical knowledge, and so long as they were 


not directly oppositional, they served to train new fanatic replacq- 


ments. Tn the lower ranks of the paramilitary police this conflict 
ak: SECRET a 
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" 4 Wilhelm Zaisser, while still head of the HVA, stated that hg 


~ and military elan which, OMe VED if not balanced with i esd 
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was even more apparent, where the Polit/Xultur functionaries often 
resented the ine iadnés of the professional officer. while the Sovies 
observers would often support the professional officer instead of 
the political functionary, ceysing further dissatisfaction. Inso ta 
qs possibie, this friction is being eliminated by the political in-' 
deetr ination of the professionally valuable officers, and the re- s 
placement of some by newly trained officers who are already politi= 


cally trained. | a 


ane 


preferred a politically non~deseript officer to an old Communist 
who could not keep up with the times. At a reeent Party assembly in 
the HVA, Heinz Hoffmann stated: "We can only use those officers wp 
have the ‘mental agility required to adopt new methéds , and to utd He 
new exper fences, We cannot use those who refuse to abandon outmoded 
teachings, especially in the field of tactics. We already have an! 
sufficient number of trained officer candidates with whom to replags 


them." Chefinspekteur Doelling, head of Polit/Kultur, commenting R 


wo 


the speech stated: "This is going a bit too far. We just cennot 


Si 7S 


% 
= 


ier 


ce 


dispense with all of the old and experienced officers. Their exper 


Sy 


ence assists us materially. The young officers mey possess politig, 


ROD ule ay 


“a aide? WS = 
iS nal a re 


will =e suffer failure." 


5. It would be wishful thinking to imagine that there 1s any 


sizeable segment of the officers of the. HVA who merely pay lip ser-. 
a arma LLC ccc 


mA ies ye 
* aint 


A Aa seni ai = 


vice to what they are forced te believe , and who are biding their Are 


$ 


until a reversal in the fortunes of the USSR takes place in ecrder io 
oo | gk 
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Sa 


isolated cases of oppositional elements still left within the HVA, 
but as there ts no such thing as a free exchange of ideas in the HA, 
it would be almost impossible to detect them. The existence of con- 
spiratorial cells among the officers can safely be ruled out. Song 
of the officers are primarily interested in their own personal 2B2 
Brera semen others sincerely believe that they are aervine” ‘arma 
as well as Soviet interests, but for the most part even those wha,” 
felt no particular calling to engage in political work along Sovigy/ 
Communist lines, have been put through the big political mill and” 
re-educated o . | es 
HVA Combat Capabilities as of 3% August 195 2 . 
is The training phase which ended on 31 August 1950 has led te & 
satisfactory attainment of its limited objectives, the turning ous: OF 
soldiers with a basic and primarily formal comprehension of bectlgg 


HVA effectives in sehools and Bereitschaften have been sufficient iy 


trained to enable them to perforn tactical missions of a police mores 


Combat training has not yet reached a stage warranting a serious boi 


mitment of HVA effectives. They lack tactical training, especially” 


4 


in the coordinated use of all weapons under combat conditions. ss eel 


. officers and non-commissioned officers also lack experience requis ad: 


€h 
* 


to control tactical units under combat conditions. The personnel i 


currently taking its training ue schools and Bereitschaften could pe _ 


2 nay ee 


readied for combat within a veriod of between four and si 
: ae 
the time of its organization into a tactical units provided that that jac 


tensive combat training is given during the entire time. More 
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speci leally, a breakdown according to the various training branches, 
reveals the following picture: . _ 
a, The so~called A-Qbjekte, training future infantry oftieers 
and non-cormissioned officers, have trained their student personne} 
up to platoon level. Company level training has been confined to § 
limited number of functions like the operation of field guards, meget 
security and the like, which can only be per formed within the framg= 


bake $i. 
Be 


ay 


work of at least company-sized units. | 
b, The so-called BeObjekte, specializing in artillery traig 
have likewise pushed their artillery training to platoon level ehogen, 


confined to @ limited number of combat Begs ennanyee As regards a 


as 


The Soviet eoncept is that the basic principle of all artillery 2 clip 
should be mastered, so that the various peculiarities of the Soviep 
pieces ultimately issued can be easily learned. No live coe i 


yet been ‘fired. 
| s The so-called C-Obiekte, specializing in armored trainir 


ae 


OTs 


» 
van aes 
_ have completed basic infantry training on squad level and taught s9 pe. 
gE E. 
combat assignments within the framework of a platoon. As regards ch . 


their special field of training » ‘heir endeavors have been aren 
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a. The so-called D-Objekte, specializes in engific 
ing. Theoretical training has been given in all phases. Except 


for such problems as river fording, the building of positions, and 
building reinforcement, most of the practical training has had to 
be dispensed with because of lack of equipment. The D-Oojekte ara’ 
also responsible for signal training. The operation of Peet OS tele~ 
phones and ee setyees has been taught, however, thus far only training 
aids have been sed: It is expected that WAT communication will ‘ 
installed to link all Objekte and the HVA headquarters. ce 
for such a project has been on order fcr some time already, from °° 


East German firms. 


2. Training has progressed. sutrisientiy : to begin the formation ‘of 


tactical units by setting up cadres composed of officers and non- _ 
commissioned officers with a basie tactical knowledge. These cadres 
eould then be filled up with reeruits. A material personnel incre! fe 
at the present time would require the availability of army barracks” | 
or other housing facilities. They are not available now, and thong’ 
are no plans readied for future construction of such building facijit 
ties. With few exceptions all paramilitary housing is overeronded i 
3. Before large scale combat training can begin, training areas | 
will have to be prepared. The garrison training rrounds used by the: 
old German army were parcelled out among the settlers from the Bask 
dur ing 1945 and 1946. As yet the Eastern German government has nat . 
dared to resort to any new large scale expropriations. The few ay 
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secReT 
remaining training areas like Déberitz, Altengrabow, Koenigsbrueck 
and Ohrdruf are being used by Soviet troops and are not available 


for use by Par ramilit ery units. 


4. On the whple training has progressed eeletively slowly, bat 


- now that the initial training phases are over most of these aiftin 


culties have been or can be, overcome, 


a, The main problems arose from the haphazard recruiting - 


systems which characterized the initial recruitment of student and. 
: gre 


training personnel. | . 

b. A further retarding factor was the uneven quality of the 
training personnel. They had for the most part been drawn from tty 
effectives of the old 250«men Bereitschaften. Both officer and nai 
in 


Pee 
gas 


commissioned personnel from that source had not advanced very far 


their own training, and were furthermore not up to imparting what 


a 


Little knowledge they had to their students. A sprinkling of former 


Army officers was earmarked for staft positions, and was thus not» oe 


3 Py 


gh 
available for training assignments. The more numerous former Army. . 


i ae 


non~commissioned officers, though experieneed in actual combat, hag 
never acquired the training necessary to be good instructors. a 5 


and large the training sversonnel was not up to its task. 


Sees: Sai os 


c. Many of the hastily activated Objekte were rer: 
' Asi 


housed, and often the personnel themselves had to clear away the © 
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rubble and repair their buildings before the actual training coule 
begin. 7 

a. Another important delaying factor was the fact that an ai~ 
tempt was made to graft Soviet training programs upon a student ee 
which lacked the prerequisites (1.e., a year's basic training). Ban 
fore the Soviet advisers could be convinced that no useful purpose 
could be served by starting combat training at the level of launchigg 
attacks from readied Pesketons, and before the recruit had had any, 
extended order drill formations, considerable time had been wastedy 

és Friction between the training personnel and the Polit’ Pe 
Kultur épparat further blighted the building up of smocthiy me 
training units. The’ presence of former German officers and none ae 
commissioned officers gave the training personnel the edge. on the. 
Polit /Kultur personnel, who suffered from an even greater lack oe 
exper lence and ability. A general feeling of infer tority rer to: 
spread arinne the Polit/Kultur functionaries which was not condueiyy 79 
harmonious collaboration between the two main branches. This eleavage 
has in the meantime been overcome with a synthesis of the two beiny. 
aspired after. _ Slogans execrating "specialists" have popularized 
this ao 

5. Whereas in view of the many initial difficulties which faceq 

the RVA it is hardly justifiable to estimate the training progress by 


the ies acent now that remedial action has taken place, the futurg 
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' the following impression of how his colleagues would react. 


training will probabiy maintain a steady pace. ‘During pas 


gs 


months an intensification of training has taken place, aided by such 
devices as inter~unit competition organized by the FDJ within the 
HVA, and the formation of training Aktivs which devote themselves go 
tutoring students whe fall behind during off-duty hours.. 

6. There are no inherent weaknesses left likely to affect the 


morale or discipline of the HVA personnel to any serious extent. 


ry 5, ~ 
negative factors such as desertions and eriminal acts are of isolaygd 


significance. | 
Conelusion. oa 
1. Boiled down to bare essentials. given six months intensive | 


combat training {after 1. September 1950) and additional personnel, ; 


the HVA will be, militarily speaking, capable of aggressive attach. 


The present indoctrination prograr will be sufficiently advanced sip 


in another year, 0 that the personnel will be in favor of any pla 
the Soviets might dictate, and they could conceivably be pit ted oft 


fectively against better trained, larger forces, 


2. : it is difficult to form an estimate of the will to fight wife 


in the HVA at the present time, since all of the teachings presupp: OB 
a datensive role forced upon the HVA effoctives by an unprovoked an 


American attack. However, a ranking staff officer of the HVA glvag 
fe 

a, If ealled upon to oust the Allies from Vestern erhiny |, 

most of the officers would respond enthusiastically, fully beltev4 ine 
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‘that such an attack was ae stifi hh ay hat it would be localized 


to Berlin. . 
i » If they were called upon to. attack Western Gepnany, fae~ 

ing the pre sent Allied armies alone, they would fully believe that : they 

were ov sting the hated capitalist-imperialist from German soil, and. | 

would maintain a good fighting spirit against odds. They would eve e 

be ready to engage in armed combat against German soldiers fighting | 


under allied banners, believing that they were mere tools of the. me 


aa 
coe a 
iors 


imperialists. o 


¢. If they were called upon to attack western Germany, dew 
‘fended only by a Vest German Army, ttigy would not fight onthusiagt}—" 
eally. ‘They would stand in awe of their former comrades in arms y- ba 
and they are not ideologically ready to face civil war to enlightan 


aS 
the Jest Germans. Get 


é. They would be ppepanea to fight against an “Allied ar my = 
on West Gernian soil, no matter how the German civilian population ‘ 
reacted, They have been taught to believe that the civilian popular 
tion of Vestern and Eastern Germany are politically "backward", ani 
Agee to se enlightened. They have already demonstrated their abitlty 


to perform very unpopular police action against the Eastern German i 


civilian population, in the activities of the "Ring around Berlin.” 
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